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SUB J : LABOUR ALIVE AND WELL IN NELSON 

REF: WELLINGTON 458 

1 . FEBRUARY 28 BY-ELECTION IN NELSON RESULTED IN 

1,400 VOTE MAJORITY FOR LABOUR CANDIDATE MEL COURTNEY. 
MAJORITY IS SOME 300 VOTES MORE THAN THAT OBTAINED BY LABOUR'S 
SIR STANLEY WHITEHEAD IN NOVEMBER 1975 ELECTIONS, BUT SHOULD 
NOT BE INTERPRETED AS SIGNAL THAT COUNTRY IS DISSATISFIED 
WITH NATIONAL PARTY GOVERNMENT OF PM MULDOON. RATHER, 
VOTERS PROBABLY FOLLOWED INGRAINED HABITS RESULTING FROM 18 
YEARS OF PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION BY LABOUR, AS WELL AS 
NEW ZEALAND TRADITION OF VOTING AGAINST PARTY IN 
POWER IN BY-ELECTIONS. 

2. VICTORY DOES, HOWEVER, GIVE LABOUR NADLY NEEDED 
SHOT IN ARM AND SERVES TO BOLSTER SAGGING FORTUNES OF 
OPPOSITION LEADER ROWLING. NONETHELESS, ROWLING 
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PROBABLY WILL NOT PROFIT AS MUCH FROM EVENT AS WILL 
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ARTHUR FAULKNER AND COLIN MOYLE, WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR LABOUR S STRATEGY AND TACTICS DURING 

CAMPAIGN. WHILE NEITHER IS LIKELY TO MAKE HIS MOVE SOON, 

BOTH HAVE DESIGNS ON THE PARTY LEADERSHIP AND WILL 
POINT TO NELSON AS EXAMPLE OF THEIR SKILL IN BRINGING 
IN THE VOTES. 
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